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ARCHITECTURAL DELIGHTS - -  "XIN TIAN DI"

The dramatic transformation of a dilapidated
quarter in Old Shanghai to a new haven that
signifies urban hip is the most impressive project
yet of Vincent Lo, chairman of Shui On Holdings,
a leading Hong Kong developer.

"Xin-tian-di", which stands for a new haven in
English, represents the "in place" of today's
burgeoning Shanghai. The area, in what used
to be called "Tai-ping-qiao", now houses the
coolest bars, the choice restaurants, and the
most stylish arts clubs and galleries.

When Lo, a Shanghai native, visited the historical
"Taipingqiao" in the mid-90's where grand stone
mansions still lined the streets, his vision was to
provide a Shanghai's equivalent to Hong Kong's
Lan Kwai Fong, New York's Soho and Paris'
Montmarte - where the yuppies, the trendy locals
as well as expatriates gather and chill out. After
intense lobbying among the officials in Shanghai,
Lo was given the go-ahead for his plan - on
condition that the redevelopment must retain
the place's historical component and charm.

Renovation finally began in 1998 with the US$40
million-plus raised. Reputable US architect
Benjamin Wood was hired to oversee the overall
design and refurbishment. Its completion and
opening was timed to the APEC Summit and
the 80th Anniversary of the founding of PRC's
Communist Party in October 2001.

Today, "Xin-t ian-di" which symbolizes
sophisticated living style and an East-West
harmony, is undisputedly the landmark of
modern Shanghai. It also underscores Vincent
Lo's far-sightedness.
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