
Winner of HKIFF Firebird Award Eligible for Oscar consideration 
 
The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS or “The 
Academy”) has always been supportive to the Hong Kong International Film 
Festival (HKIFF) Documentary Competition. Now the Firebird Award winner in 
the HKIFF Documentary Competition will be deemed eligible for the following 
year’s Academy Awards in the Documentary Feature category. “Of Love and 
Law”, Firebird Award winner at the 42nd HKIFF, has become the first HKIFF 
entry qualified for the upcoming edition of the Academy Awards. 
 
The Academy Awards, often called the Oscars, is one of the most prestigious 
honours in the world of film given by the Academy. For films to be considered 
for Oscar nomination, there are very meticulous guidelines such as meeting 
certain distribution requirements, or winning awards at selected international 
film festivals. This year, the Academy has established a Documentary Feature 
Qualifying Festival List granting documentary films that win designated juried 
documentary awards at shortlisted festivals the eligibility for Oscar 
consideration in the Documentary Feature category. The inclusion of HKIFF in 
the festival list is a recognition of the excellent quality of the HKIFF Firebird 
Award. 
 
 “We are delighted to be chosen by the Academy as a qualifying festival. It is 
a recognition of HKIFF’s pioneering work over all these years in promoting 
Asian documentaries in particular. It is a big encouragement for us as well as 
the Hong Kong film industry to have gained recognition from a prominent 
industry event and its organizer,” said Roger GARCIA, Executive Director of 
Hong Kong International Film Festival Society (HKIFFS). “This now adds to 
the attraction and importance of our Firebird Award and we look forward to 
next year’s entries.” 
 
TODA Hikaru, Japanese director of “Of Love and Law” was delighted about 
his films being qualified for Oscar, “It is great to be recognized by a 
prestigious platform like HKIFF and given the opportunity to reach a wider 
audience.” HKIFF 43 will open for entry on 20 August. Details will be 
announced later. 
 


