
China Box Office Lost Throne to North America in First Half 2018 
 
As of 30 June, China’s box office for the first six months of 2018 totaled a 
record-breaking RMB 32.02 billion, up by RMB 4.8 billion from RMB 27.2 
billion recorded in the first half of 2017. The North America box office led with 
RMB 40.1 billion (USD  6.06 billion) in first half of 2018. 
 
The Mainland theatrical box office raked in RMB 20.95 billion (USD 3.17 
billion) to become the biggest in the world for the first time in the Q1 of 2018. 
However, Q1 has regularly been the low season in North America. The 
Chinese New Year takings played a major part in the surge, which was 
unlikely to be sustained through the whole year. North America bounced back 
quickly in Q2 of 2018. 
 
In 2017, China had the highest number of cinema screens in the world. 
According to data from China Film Bureau, the country had a total of 9,965 
cinemas and 54,165 screens as of March 2018. The staggering numbers 
have yet to reflect the full potential of the Mainland film market. It is only a 
matter of time before the Chinese cinema becomes the leading market in the 
global environment. 
 
In the first half of 2018, January, February, March and May saw year-on-year 
growth, while April and June saw varying declines. The February box office hit 
RMB 10.15 billion, which marked the first month to surpass the RMB 10 billion 
milestone in Mainland China. 
 
The annual box office totaled RMB 55.9 billion in 2017. Box office reached 
RMB 32.02 in the first half of 2018, which means RMB 23.9 billion short for 
the rest of the year to beat last year’s record, and RMB 28 billion short to hit 
the RMB 60 billion annual box office goal. 
 
The final number for the 2017 North American box office haul read RMB 
73.25 billion (USD 11.07 billion), making it the earliest that USD 6 billion 
benchmark has ever been reached in the industry stateside. The final tally this 
year is expected to up slightly. Box office year-on-year discrepancy in mid-
2018 is estimated to be less than RMB 10 billion, if not less. 
 
 


