
Aaron Kwok appointed as Talent Ambassador of 3rd IFFAM 
 
The 3rd edition of the International Film Festival & Awards • Macao (IFFAM) 
will take place from 8 to 14 December 2018 at Macao Cultural Centre. 
 
Announced earlier at the Cannes Film Festival, veteran Hong Kong actor 
Aaron Kwok will be the first of the Talent Ambassadors for the 3rd IFFAM. The 
organizer commends Kwok for his performance in many critically-acclaimed 
and high-grossing films. He won Best Actor for “Divergence” at the 42nd 
Golden Horse Awards in 2005, and won the same award for “After This Our 
Exile” in the following year. His performance in “Port of Call”, directed by 
aspiring director Philip Yung, drawn the spotlight on him again and won him 
the Best Actor award at the Hong Kong Film Festival. 
 
Aaron Kwok, who has been keen on supporting new directors, was at Cannes 
earlier to promote “June”, the feature-length directorial debut of Chinese 
director Wang Yang whose short film “The Little Violinist” won Best Film and 
Best Actress at SVA Short Film Fest organized by New York School of Visual 
Art. According to Kwok, new directors and screenwriters may be young, but 
they can still have a broad vision and very innovative ideas. They are also 
very willing to try different filming techniques and explore bold themes and 
unusual topics. He believed the industry is in need for new forces to bring 
about a wider variety of films. IFFAM sees Kwok’s forwarding-thinking of 
allowing aspirants to shine and excel in the industry a perfect match to the 
Festival’s theme of “A New Avenue to the World of Films”. 
 
At this year’s Cannes Film Festival, in the presence of Mike Goodridge and 
Lorna Tee, IFFAM Artistic Director and Head of Festival Management 
respectively, Aaron Kwok accepted the role of Talent Ambassador for the 3rd 
IFFAM. Kwok has considered IFFAM a platform which offers substantial 
support to emerging directors with comprehensive resources and extensive 
encouragement. IFFAM also allows uprising directors to exchange ideas 
directly with film experts and production companies. Goodridge was delighted 
to see Kwok accepting the appointment and described him as a star of many 
talents and a great actor to boot. 
 
Chen Kaige to serve as Jury President 
 
The previous 2 editions of IFFAM were attended and supported by many 
veteran industry people. This year, besides having Aaron Kwok as one of the 
Talent Ambassadors, IFFAM has also invited renowned Chinese director 
Chen Kaige to serve as International Competition Jury President. Chen Kaige 
shot to fame with his directorial debut “Yellow Earth” in 1984; His masterpiece 
Farewell My Concubine had won him the Palme d’Or at the 46th Cannes Film 
Festival and he remains to this day the only Chinese director to have been so 
honoured 
 
Speaking of internationally-renowned director Chen Kaige agreeing to serve 
as Jury President at the 3rd IFFAM, Mike Goodridge, Artistic Director of the 
event commended Chen for his exceptionally rich and profound experience in 



filmmaking. With a 35-year filmography spanning “Yellow Earth” to last year’s 
dizzyingly spectacular “Legend of the Demon Cat”, Chen not only pioneered a 
new era in Chinese cinema in the 1980s and 1990s and built a reputation for 
himself, but continues to challenge himself today with the same command of 
the medium across different genres. Goodridge revealed that Chen’s early 
films had a great impact on him when he was a student, showing him China 
and its people for the first time on screen. The humanity of the work of this 
Fifth-Generation director has always resonated with audiences both in and 
outside China.  
 
About International Film Festival & Awards • Macao (IFFAM) 
 
The 3rd IFFAM Organizing Committee comprises governmental 
representatives, film professionals and others. Macao Government Tourism 
Office Director Maria Helena de Senna Fernandes takes up the role of 
President, while President of Cultural Affairs Bureau Mok Ian Ian, President of 
Management Committee of Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau José Tavares 
and President of Macau Films & Television Productions and Culture 
Association Alvin Chau are the Executive Vice Presidents of the IFFAM 
Organizing Committee. The IFFAM programme will comprise of the various 
strands such as Competition, Gala, Flying Daggers, Best of Fest Panorama, 
Special Presentations, For All the Family; The IFFAM Industry Hub and 
Masterclasses will also be held during the event. 


