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Charles Witzleben is President of SUPERVALU International, the global trading 
operation of SUPERVALU Inc., one of the largest companies in the U.S. grocery 
channel with annual sales of approximately $17 billion. Through its 35 distribution 
centers, SUPERVALU serves and supplies a network of more than 3,400 owned, 
licensed, franchised and affiliated stores across the United States.  The International 
Division is responsible for all of the company’s worldwide distribution and 
procurement, has been in operation since 1985, and has a staff of 60 people 
dedicated to international trade and development.  Headquartered in Tacoma, 
Washington, SVI services retailers and importer/distributors throughout the world, 
with a primary focus on Asia Pacific.  SVI also manages all food and general 
merchandise imports for the company. In close coordination with SUPERVALU’s 
Corporate senior management, Mr. Witzleben is also responsible for analyzing and 
developing strategic international opportunities for the company. 
 
Mr. Witzleben has been with SUPERVALU for 26 years, and has been the 
International Division President since 1990.  Prior to joining SUPERVALU, Mr. 
Witzleben worked in international food distribution and general trading, and has 
over 30 years of total experience in global commerce. He has traveled throughout 
the world in his career, and lived in both Japan and Taiwan during his younger years. 
Mr. Witzleben is a graduate of Georgetown University, School of Foreign Service, 
where he received a BSFS in International Relations.  He is involved in numerous 
industry and community organizations, is a founding member of the University of 
Washington Global Business Advisory Board, and sits on the Executive Committees 
of the Washington State China Relations Council, the Washington State Department 
of Agriculture International Marketing Program, and the World Trade Center 
Tacoma.   
 

 
 


